
Are There Errors in The Bible? 

 

Introduction 

Most Christians insist that the Bible is the unadulterated word of God1. Despite the 

very human endeavours of translation, copying, distribution and canonisation, they 

believe the Bible as we have it today is in fact a holy book. In addition, this process was 

guided by none less than the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity. However, 

since the Enlightenment a growing number of Biblical scholars admit that Bible has 

literally hundreds of errors and this is what has been taught in leading academic 

institutions around the world for over a hundred years. Despite the many advances that 

have taken place during the last few centuries of Biblical scholarship the lay person 

remains generally in the dark about these significant developments. One leading Biblical 

scholar opined that, “Those of us who spend our professional lives studying the Bible 

have not done a good job communicating this knowledge to the general public and 

because many pastors who learned this material in seminary have, for a variety of 

reasons, not shared it with their parishioners once they 

take up positions in the church......they are almost 

completely in the dark about what scholars have been 

saying about the Bible for the past two centuries”2 

In reality the true nature of the Bible has been hidden 

from the ordinary man and women in the pew. The 

Priests, Rabbis and scholars of Christianity and Judaism 

have a moral obligation to spread the truth and not hide it.  

And indeed, there is among them a party who alter the Scripture with their 

tongues so you may think it is from the Scripture, but it is not from the 

Scripture. And they say, "This is from Allah," but it is not from Allah. And 

they speak untruth about Allah while they know. (Quran 3:78) 

 

 

                                                             
1
 Many Christian theologians make a distinction between “inerrancy” and “infallibility”. None the less it remains the official position of the 

Catholic Church (by far the largest Christian denomination) that “everything asserted by the inspired authors or sacred writers must be 
held to be asserted by the Holy Spirit, it follows that the books of Scripture must be acknowledged as teaching solidly, faithfully and 
without error that truth which God wanted put into sacred writings” (Dei verbum, 1965). In addition, over 200 evangelical church leaders 
produced the famous Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy (1978) which came to a virtually identical conclusion. 
2
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Scribal Errors 

The vast majority of the errors in the Bible are simple scribal errors. As the 

manuscripts were copied and translated over the centuries before the invention of the 

printing press, during the 15th Century, many errors were made by the early scribes. In 

the early centuries of Christianity, texts would normally be copied by ordinary 

uneducated members of the community many of whom were semi-literate. It wasn’t 

until many centuries later that this important task was taken over by professional 

scribes and monks. Thus we find that the further back we look the more errors are 

found in the ancient manuscripts. Why don’t we just go back to the original 

manuscripts? The answer is a simple one. There are none! We don’t have a single original 

manuscript of any of the documents that make up the Bible. B.D Erham maintains, “the 

vast majority of Christians for the entire history of the church have not had access to 

the originals, making their inspiration something of a moot point.......What we have are 

copies made later-much later. In many instances, they are copies made many centuries 

later.”3  

Not only do we not have the original manuscripts of the Bible, but these manuscripts do 

not contain the words of Jesus himself. None of the canonical gospels go back to Jesus 

and were written in Greek; whereas, Jesus and his disciples spoke Aramaic. Thus, Geza 

Vermes informs us, “analysis should be applied to the original language of the teaching 

of Jesus, who spoke Aramaic.......However, our four Gospels have survived in Greek, and 

scholars unanimously maintain that they were directly composed in Greek; they are not 

translations from a Semitic original.”4 

The following question is forced upon the sincere mind; If God wanted us to follow the 

Bible, then why did he not preserve it for us? Why would God come down from the 

heavens, take the form of a man, preach amongst mankind and then allow his words and 

guidance to be altered or even lost? In contrast, God has perfectly preserved the Holy 

Quran for all mankind. 

[All] praise is [due] to Allah, who has sent down upon His Servant the Book 

and has not made therein any deviance. (Quran 18:1) 

O People of the Scripture, there has come to you Our Messenger making 

clear to you much of what you used to conceal of the Scripture and 

overlooking much. There has come to you from Allah a light and a clear 

Book. (Quran 5:15) 

                                                             
3
 B.D Erham, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and Why, Pg. 10, Harper Collins 2005 
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 G. Vermes, The Authentic Gospel of Jesus, A Note on The Sources, Par.5, Penguin Books 2004 (Kindle Edition) 



Internal Contradictions 

“When students are first introduced to the historical, as opposed to a devotional, study 

of the Bible, one of the first things they are forced to grapple with is that the biblical 

text, whether Old Testament or New Testament, is chock full of discrepancies, many 

of them irreconcilable.”5 Many if not most of the Biblical contradictions have little 

bearing on the average Christian; however, there are many which directly bring into 

question some of the most fundamental beliefs and doctrines of 

Christianity. The writers of the New Testament did not intend 

their writings to become part of a unified library of literature 

that would be taken as the word of God. Most of the authors 

never met each other or even knew of each other. They were 

writing for different reasons and in differing circumstances. 

They had   different beliefs, ideas and opinions about some of the 

most important aspects of their faith. One Catholic scholar puts it 

thus, “the Apostles at first never thought of writing the New Testament; and neither 

they did. The books of the New Testament were produced and called forth by special 

circumstances that arose, were written to meet particular demands and emergencies. 

Nothing was further from the minds of the Apostles and Evangelists than the idea of 

composing the Holy Book of the Christians. And we can imagine St Paul staring in 

amazement if he had been told that his Epistles, and St Peter’s and St. John’s, and the 

others would be tied up together and elevated into the position of a complete and 

exhaustive statement of the doctrines of Christianity.”6 

Then do they not reflect upon the Qur'an? If it had been from [any] other 

than Allah, they would have found within it much contradiction. (Quran 

4:82) 

One of the strongest arguments against the divine nature of the Bible is that it 

contains many self-contradictions. How could a book from God be so prone to 

error and contradiction? There are many contradictions in the Bible. Below are a 

few clear examples:  

 When was Jesus born? Only two of the Gospels (Matthew and Mark) give 

accounts of Jesus’ birth and they differ on a number of important issues 

which can’t be reconciled with fancy footwork. For example, if Jesus was 

born during the Herod’s reign then Luke is incorrect in stating that it 
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 B.D Erham, Jesus Interrupted: Revealing the Hidden Contradictions in the Bible, Pg.19, Harper Collins 2010 

6
 Rev. H.G Graham, Where We Got the Bible: Our Debt to the Catholic Church, Chap.3 Section 3,Sands & Co., 1911 (Kindle Edition) 
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happened when Quirinius was the governor of Syria. We know from a 

range of independent historical sources that Quirinius didn’t become 

governor until ten years after Herod’s death! 

 

 How long did Jesus preach to the Jews? A few months (Mark) or a few 

years (John). 

 

 “Nowhere are the differences among the Gospels more clear than the 

accounts of Jesus’ resurrection.”7Who went to the Tomb? Mary (John)? 

Mary and another Mary (Matthew)? James and Salome (Mark)? Who or 

what did they see in the tomb? An angel (Matthew)? A young man (Mark)? 

Two men (Luke)? Or nothing and no one (John)? There are many, many 

more contradictions with this event alone. 

 

 Why does Matthew quote incorrectly from the Hebrew Bible? Matthew claims 

that Judas’ betrayal of Jesus is a fulfilment of the Prophet Jeremiah, yet he 

quotes Zechariah (incorrectly). 

The above examples are but a small selection of the myriad of contradictions in the 

Bible. If the Bible got this wrong, what else is wrong? What happened to the divine 

guidance of the Holy Spirit?  

O People of the Scripture, there has come to you Our Messenger making 

clear to you much of what you used to conceal of the Scripture and 

overlooking much. There has come to you from Allah a light and a clear 

Book. (Quran 5:15) 

 

Intentional Changes 

The most serious errors in the Bible are the many intentional changes made by scribes 

who wanted to change the text to fit their own personal convictions. They bring into 

serious doubt many of the most important Christian doctrines. “Scribes modified their 

manuscripts to make them more patently ‘orthodox’ and less susceptible to ‘abuse’ by 

the opponents of orthodoxy.”8During the early centuries of Christianity there were  
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8
 B.D Erham, The Orthodox Corruption of Scripture: The Effect of Early Christological Controversies on the Text of the New Testament, 

Pg.4,OUP,1996 



many groups vying for supremacy. The Bible we have today is a product of that 

struggle; the books were chosen and collected by the victors. However, that didn’t 

suffice. Scholars have found many examples of intentional changes 

to the early manuscripts to make them even more in line with the 

perceived orthodoxy of the era. Most Bible readers are unaware 

of such tampering with scripture. Most of these changes are only 

apparent after careful analysis of the early Greek and Latin 

manuscripts which are the basis for the Bibles you find today. 

Below are a few examples of some of the more obvious intentional 

changes: 

 

 Most manuscripts introduce Mark with the statement: “The beginning of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.”(MK 1:1) However, scholars have noted 

that many of our earlier manuscripts omit the last phrase “the Son of God” 

altogether. Whether these words were intentionally added or removed we are 

still left with evidence of tampering.  

 

 Luke 1:17 has been altered in some manuscripts so that John The Baptist no 

longer precedes “him” but “the Lord” or even in at least two manuscripts “God”.  

 

 Paul writes in one of his letters, “Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen our Lord 

Jesus?” (1 Cor 9:1) In contrast, a number of manuscripts have “Jesus Christ” or 

Christ Jesus”.  

 

 The last 12 verses of Mark are probably the most brazen change of a 

manuscript. Modern scholars are in nearly unanimous agreement that Mark 16:9-

20 are a secondary addition probably during the 2nd Century CE. Most modern 

translations include these verses, due to their theological importance, but 

accompanied by notes stating they aren’t original to the text. The New American 

Bible (Roman Catholic) states in a footnote "[9–20] This passage has 

traditionally been accepted as a canonical part of the gospel and was defined as 

such by the Council of Trent9Early citations of it by the Fathers indicate that it 

was composed by the second century, although vocabulary and style indicate 

that it was written by someone other than Mark.” Was the Holy Spirit not 

guiding the Council of Trent?! If not why not? Mark 16:9-20 used to be held 

canonical but isn’t any longer. So did the Holy Spirit have a change of mind? 
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 One of the most important Church councils. It was held in Trent (Italy) between 1545 and 1563 consisting of 25sessions. The council 

defined many important doctrines in a wide range of areas including Scripture and Tradition.  
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Conclusion 

It is a fact that the Bible has many errors; this is agreed upon by absolutely all 

academic (rather than purely devotional) scholars of the Bible. Dr. Marcus Borg, a 

leading American Biblical scholar, for example explained why he 

does not believe the “traditional” view of Jesus so beloved in 

conservative preaching. He maintains “that image died as part of our 

educational process......In short we came to see that the popular 

image was the product of Christian theology and Christian popular 

culture.....So for most of us in the mainstream, graduate school 

dissolved that image”10. It is also a fact that God cannot make 

errors, thus the worshipper of God must reject the idea that Bible 

is the perfect word of God.  Muslims believe that God did in fact reveal the Torah and 

the Gospel (Al-Injil) and all Muslims believe in these two revelations, along with the 

Holy Quran. However, Muslims believe in the true uncorrupted Torah and Gospel as 

they were originally given to Moses and Jesus. Muslims do not believe that the 

scriptures the Jews and Christians have now in their possession are the same as the 

original revelations from God; although, they most likely contain many original verses 

(or translations) of the original revelation. The Quran is the final revelation from God 

to mankind and it is the criterion by which we should judge the previous scriptures. 

He has sent down upon you, [O Muhammad], the Book in truth, confirming 

what was before it. And He revealed the Torah and the Gospel. (Quran 

3:3) 

Say, "We have believed in Allah and in what was revealed to us and what 

was revealed to Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, and the Descendants, 

and in what was given to Moses and Jesus and to the prophets from their 

Lord. We make no distinction between any of them, and we are Muslims 

[submitting] to Him." (Quran 3:84) 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
10 As quoted by T. Gordon, The Quest of The Historical Jesus, Pg.23, Par.24, 2007(Kindle Edition) 
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And We have revealed to you, [O Muhammad], the Book in truth, 

confirming that which preceded it of the Scripture and as a criterion over 

it. So judge between them by what Allah has revealed and do not follow 

their inclinations away from what has come to you of the truth. (Quran 

5:48) 
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